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Free Classified Neighborhood Ads  
 
******************************************************************** 
PET PORTRAITS: 
Melissa Kahout’s work is a perfect gift for the pet lover in your life.  
Great for graduations, anniversaries, birthdays, weddings or just 
because you love your pet. You can contact Melissa @817-924-7063 or 
www.mkohouthorseportraits.com  2242 Mistletoe Blvd. 
***************************************************** 
Anyone who may have a used but running A/C window unit for sale, 
please send me a note at hao@urbangreenbuild.com.  
******************************************************************** 
HOUSE SITTING / PET SITTING / CHILDCARE SERVICES 
College Student residing in Mistletoe Heights Home for summer  
Contact Margo Hudson for more details  
margo.e.hudson@gmail.com /2425 Mistletoe Blvd 

******************************************************************************** 

LEARN TO SWIM LESSONS -  With emphasis on Olympic strokes 
Contact: Richard Sybesma, Head Swim Coach  
TCU Box 297600    Fort Worth  TX 76129   

817-257-5646 or 817-257-7963 
******************************************************************** 
ESTATE SALE SERVICES - Estate Sales & Appraisals  
Experienced, reliable estate sales in and out of Mistletoe Heights  
since 1992. Certified Appraiser, International Society of Appraisers.  
Appraisals for insurance, estate evaluations, donations; whatever  
your needs.  
Contact: Terri Ellis, Mistletoe Estate Sales, 817-926-9424  
or email tquilts@mac.com  

******************************************************************** 

New Year’s BBQ Black Eyed Peas 

 

Ingrediants 

1 pound dried black-eyed peas 

1 pound link sausage, or your favorite 

1 small onion, chopped 

3 tablespoons brown sugar 

1 tablespoon prepared mustard 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 cup prepared barbecue sauce 
 

 

Preparation: 

 

Rinse, prepare, soak, and cook peas in 

about 3 cups water, following directions 

on the package. Drain and reserve half of 

the cooking liquid. In a skillet over 

medium heat, brown sausage and onions; 

drain off excess fat. Place peas in a 3-

quart casserole; add sausage and onions. 

Stir in reserved liquid, brown sugar, 

mustard, salt, and barbecue sauce. Bake at 

300° for 1 to 1 1/2 hours. 

 

Serves 6 
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Mistletoe  Porch Tree 
Show off a Christmas tree on 
your porch this year!  
It’s time to create a new tradition 
for Mistletoe Heights. Some 
neighbors might even drop a 
secret Santa gift under your tree.   
Your porch tree will help unify 
our neighborhood’s holiday 
decorations.  Decorate a tiny  
Hanukkah bush or big pagan 
spruce, we look forward to seeing 
your holiday tree.  Decorating 
has officially begun... 
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Mistletoe Heights 
Neighborhood 

Christmas 
Covered Dish Party 

 
When: December or 

Bust. 
Where:  Your house 

maybe? 
 

Time: What time do 
you think? 

 
Place: You tell me 

because no one has. 
 

Watch for an E-mail! 

Neighborhood Police Officer  
                  Mark Russell 

                     Office 817-871-8885 
                     Mobile 817-991-8472 

 
Email:Markus.Russell@fortworthgov.org 

 

Please be careful this holiday as crime is on 
an upswing at malls, parking lots, 
businesses and here at home.  Be careful 
shopping, don’t ride around with obvious 
packages in the back seat.  Shop and then 
drop off your purchases. Thieves watch 
folks dumping items in the trunk as well. 
At home, don’t leave items in your car to 
encourage break-ins.  Park your car behind 
the façade of your home, behind a gate and 
best of all in your garage.  Lock up your car 
and your home.  Keep a watch out for your 
neighbors’ homes as well as your own. Let’s 
make Mistletoe Heights a non-welcoming 
place for criminal activity.  

Random Acts of Mowing  
 

Mistletoe Heights still needs a little help in 
the lawn mowing and trimming 
department.  Lately, it seems there have 
been some Random Acts of Mowing by kind 
neighbors on the lots and yards not quite 
kept up.  To those that mow the lawns of 
others, God bless you this holiday season! 
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Free Classified Neighborhood Ads  
 

Apartment for Rent 
 

One bedroom apartment available October 1st. Twenty foot 
ceilings, hard wood floors, washer/dryer, refrigerator, 
dishwasher, microwave, covered parking. Contact Jeri Jo 
Blackmon for more details. JeriJo@Charter.net or  
817-923-4393.   

********************************************************* 
 
 

Glass table and 4 chairs. Call Marjorie  817-914-8057 
  

********************************************************************** 

The Presbyterian Night Shelter is ending homelessness 
one individual at a time through Operation Move Out! 
PNS is asking volunteers to donate basic furniture items, 
toiletries and other household necessities so the clients 
aren’t moving into empty homes. Having a comfortable 
home will ensure their successful and decrease any 
chances of re-entering the Shelter.  
Starting May 28, furniture, toiletries and other household 
items can be dropped off at PNS from 10 am. to 2 pm on 
Thurs and Sat.,  at 5501 Thelin St., Suite 131 Quantity 
donations can be picked up (on Thurs & Sat 10 am and 2 
p.m.) to schedule (call 817-632-7415). 
If you are interested in participating in or donating to 
Operation Move Out, please contact Heather White at 
817-632-7415 or hwhite@pns-tc.org 
 
********************************************************************** 

Do you have more t-shirts than you can wear?  I have a 
solution!  Turn them into memory quilts.  Call Jill at  

817-217-4497 or visit  www.sew-what-quilts.com  
 

****************************************************** 

Vintage Sales 
Estate sales and appraisals in Fort Worth since 1992. 

Call Anne Bourland for information 
817-924-5959 

********************************************************* 
Music for the Holidays: Boston by Steinway upright piano 
118A. Excellent condition. Just one owner, purchased in 2004. 
Reduced for quick sale to $2495, this piano is sold new by 
Steinway for $6000. Beautiful wood cabinet with matching 
piano bench. This model is a stunning piece of furniture as 
well as a fine musical instrument. A real treasure! Perfect for 
your home, church or school. Call Lori at 817-937-6846. 
 

 

Free Classified Neighborhood Ads  
***************************************************** 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC:  
Mistletoe Musikgarten 

For babies, toddlers, pre-schoolers and their parents 
Taught by Carol Spencer, certified by the Early 

Childhood Music and Movement Association and 
the Gordon Institute for Music Learning 

MistletoeMusik.com 
817.927.3240 ~ carolingfw@sbcglobal.net  

 

***************************************************** 
***************************************************** 
Your resident ad is FREE, so email the  
editor with your request. 
***************************************************** 
 

 

V 
O 
L 
U 
N 
T 
E 
E 
R 

 

Volunteer Family needed for the July 
Forth Ice Cream social. Please contact 

jeffdavis@republictitle.com 

mailto:JeriJo@Charter.net
http://www.sew-what-quilt.com/
mailto:carolingfw@sbcglobal.net
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Letter from the Editor 
New Year’s letters to self 
 
Some years back, I wrote a ―Letter to Self‖ on 
December 31, about where my life was and what I 
wanted for my future.  This first letter contained the 
pains and turmoil of the year, and how I handled them, 
the good times with friends, along with my goals and 
dreams for the coming year. 
 

On Jan 1 the next year, I opened my letter and laughed 
out loud when I read it.  Most every pain I endured was 
gone. Many of my heartfelt goals were realized or had 
changed.  However, one goal never changed and was 
not realized, I still was not at my ―goal weight‖. 
 

Year after year, I have written these ―Letters to Self‖ 
and it would be a lie to say that I did not include a 
significant windy paragraph about ―my goal weight‖. 
―The goal weight‖ has a constantly changing number 
but whether it has been as low as a hungry120lbs and as 
high as happier 170lbs. , the dismay, embarrassment 
and pain of an elusive ―goal weight‖ remained.  When I 
weighed 170, I thought I should weigh 140.  When I 
weighed 140 I thought I should weigh 120…when I 
weight 120, ok, I never weighed 120 but I am sure I 
would have wanted to be 115. Now I would be happy to 
weigh 190 but that is just because I am not even close 
to 190. Sigh, and so it goes. 
 

One gentleman in the Mistletoe Heights neighborhood 
has walked off 100lbs.  I watch him round the corner of 
my block, day after day, in the horrible heat, and I 
always think, ―God bless this guy‖.  He has inspired me 
to recognize that there is no goal in weight loss but it is 
a constant daily decision to take on the elements. 

Sometimes the elements are as simple as a rainy day 
walk, sometimes it is the coldness of people who decide 
you are less of a person because you are overweight.  
Regardless of the elements, a journey of self-
improvement has no goal to achieve.  It’s not ―The 
Battle of The Bulge‖ as I was taught and believed for 
many years.  The goal has no goal. It is simply being 
kind to oneself.  So whatever, you decide to decide on 
improving for this coming year be fearless and kind to 
yourself at the same time because the journey is the 
goal. 

Source: Questions and Answers: Christmas Decorations. House 

Beautiful, Vol 17 No. 1 (December 1904) 50-51. 
 

Question: Perhaps the questions I am about to ask do not come under 
the head of house furnishings, but I feel that you can help me. I wish 
to give my living room a Christmas aspect, and I do not know how to 
do it. The room is large, with arched windows and doors and a 
fireplace. The walls are a warm neutral color, with an ivory colored 
ceiling. We have plenty of evergreen in the neighborhood, and I could 
carry out any scheme you suggest. The room has a good deal of yellow 
in the way of cushions and small things. If you will tell me what to do I 
shall be grateful. A.C. 
 

We are delighted to give you suggestions for a Christmas room, and hope 
that you will have success. Red, green and white are the Christmas colors, 
and while too festive for everyday use, are charming for the holidays. 
Remove the yellow from the room and substitute red—the real Christmas 
red. It is a color to avoid for the rest of the year, but it has great 
significance at Yuletide. Your gray walls are part of the scheme, and the 
fire place is a piece of luck. Let this be the central feature of the room. 
Remove everything from the mantel and let the Christmas scheme 
culminate here. Outline your arched windows and doors with ropes of 
evergreen or laurel. If you live in a laurel country, use this beautiful green 
freely, for it is very effective. It will not dry so quickly as the evergreen, 
and makes a heavier rope. Carry this around the windows and doors, 
following their outlines and not adding festoons. Your arched doors will 
have an ecclesiastical effect quite in keeping with Christmas. 
 

Against your warm neutral walls hang at mathematical intervals large 
wreaths of laurel—like small cart wheels. As these are seen on one side 
only they are simple to make. They should be broad and flat, but 
perfectly round. In your windows, instead of wreaths, hang great 
branches of holly. Let them spread out against the glass, confining them 
only in one place so they will be perfectly secure. Unless you have tried 
this plan of Christmas decorating you do not know its effectiveness. Use 
mistletoe on the chandelier—as much as your pocket-book will permit. 
 

Back of the mantel and extending the width of the shelf, place a broad 
band of scarlet crêpe paper. Outline this with a narrow band of 
evergreen—one band resting against the shelf, the other making a finish 
for the paper at the top. Above the paper, hang a large photograph or 
print of the Madonna and child. If you have a framed picture place it 
there, and let branches of holly connect it with the red below. A large 
half-tone cut from a magazine and mounted on gray charcoal paper will 
serve excellently. Old Christmas numbers will furnish you with a subject. 
The charcoal paper may be outlined with a narrow band of green. Place 
two large candlesticks on the mantel, and during the daytime keep fresh 
candles in them, the tall white candles coming against the red. A green 
fern or a small palm may be added to the mantel. A bas-relief in white of 
some fitting subject may be fastened against the red. 
 

If you wish to carry out the Christmas idea more perfectly, all pictures 
except those of special significance should be excluded. Half-tones from 
the magazines will furnish endless subjects, fut few pictures should be 
used, or they will mar the wreath effect. When he room is arranged up to 
this point you may find that the interest is a little scattered. If so, connect 
doors, wreaths, and windows with a broad rope of green. 
 

Use bright red and pure white about the room, and plenty of candles, for 
nothing suggests Christmas spirit as much as candlelight. The receiving 
of gifts and all Christmas festivities, except the dinner, should take place 
here. Keep the "Christmas room" intact until twelfth-night and then 
demolish it. 
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Instant Curb Appeal  
Holiday Décor For less $ 

 

If you are putting up holiday lights on your 
house this year, put your lights on timers.  Not 
only will it save you money but it will be a lot 
less of a hassle.  
 

New softer LED lights can reduce your energy 
bill, and the colored LEDs have a much warmer 
effect than the bright white LEDs.  
 

Also, solar holiday lights are available. So take a 
look at some of the new greener options. 
 

Arts and Crafts homes really pop with natural 
green garlands and wreaths dotted with natural 
elements such as nuts, pinecones and berries.  
Windows decorated with wreaths hanging on 
ribbon are in keeping with early 20th century 
holiday décor. Don’t forget your beautiful porch 
Tree. 

Paschal Orchestra to Perform at  
Barnes and Noble 
  
Get some holiday shopping done and do a good deed at 
the same time by shopping at the Barnes and Noble 
bookstore in University Park Village on Saturday and 
Sunday, December 12 and 13. The Paschal Orchestra is 
having a book fair that weekend, with performances at 
11:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. Saturday.  
  
Barnes and Noble will donate a percentage of your 
purchase amount to the orchestra (at no extra cost to you) 
if you present a voucher to the cashier, or simply tell him 
or her that you'd like your purchase to benefit the Paschal 
orchestra. Vouchers will be available at the gift wrap table 
during the performances, or contact Helen Hulme; 
hhulme@swbell.net or 817-926-3362). Thanks for your 
support! 
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Events for Dec09/Jan2010 
Mistletoe Christmas Party? 
 

Events At Bass Hall:  
817-665-6000 
"Riverdance" 
12/01/2009 thru 12/06/2009 
 

F. W. Symphony Orchestra  

"Handel's Messiah" 
12/07/2009  
 

Texas Ballet Theater presents  
"The Nutcracker" 
12/11/2009 thru 12/24/2009 
 

"Michael Martin Murphey's  Cowboy Christmas" 
12/14/2009  
 

"Wynonna – A Classic Christmas" 
12/15/2009  
 

Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra presents  
"A Country Christmas with Larry Gatlin and  
the Gatlin Brothers" 
12/16/2009 
  

Children’s Nutcracker Party 
12/20/2009  
 

"Robert Earl Keen" with Sons of Bill 
12/30/2009 
 

"Red Carpet New Year's Eve A Night at the Oscars" 
12/31/2009 
  

"Disco Days and Boogie Nights" 
01/15/2010 thru 01/17/2010  
 

Casa Manana Presents "The Color Purple" 
01/26/2010 thru 01/31/2010 
 

Fort Worth Botanic Garden  
Bird's Christmas Tree 
12/05/2009   817 871-7686  
Children of all ages 
 

December 5th, 2009 
Winnetka Heights Holiday Home Tour, Dallas 
Contact Russ Aikman at 214-946-3813 or raikman@uta.edu 
 

26th Annual Holiday Ryan Place Home Tour 
December 4th — Friday, 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
December 5th — Saturday, 2:00 pm to 10:00 pm  
December 6th — Sunday, 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
Carriage and wagon rides for an additional charge.   
Occasional Carriages  682-667-2694 

Southwestern Exposition and Livestock Show & Rodeo 
01/15/2010 thru 02/07/2010 
Will Rogers Memorial Center  817-877-2400 
 

Performing Arts Fort Worth presents "beatlegras" 
01/30/2010  
McDavid Studio   817-212-4280 

Arts and Crafts Holiday Interior Décor 
 

Take a look at how lovely simple understated holiday 

décor works with these classic Arts and Crafts living 

rooms.  Simple and elegant never goes out of style. 

http://www.whhometour.org/
mailto:raikman@uta.edu
mailto:occasional1@yahoo.com
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A  Newsletter 
Spotlight on Mistletoe 
Neighbor Jim Piepert  
 
Retired journalist, editor, foreign 
correspondent, and a touring 
cyclist since 1994, Jim took  a 
cross-country bicycle trip 
beginning Sept. 18, 2009, and 
ending on November 22, 2009 
across 3,000 miles of America, 
from San Diego to St. Augustine. 
 

A special thanks to Jim for all of 
his help editing articles for our 
newsletter.  Keep on rollin! 

Jim dipping his transport and toes in the Atlantic after 
months traveling across America on a bike! 
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designed  the drought-tolerant raised beds of guava cactus and Texas Verbena to showcase Newby Park’s entrance and sign.  
Elizabeth Anna planted the north bed with large guava cactus, scabioso, and lambs’ ear, which compliments the south bed 
covered in Knock-out roses and weeping love grass. Fort Worth Sprinkler Company installed our sprinkler system. Newby 
Park remains well-lit in the evening thanks to some well placed street lights. 
Based on an old train station shelter, Newby Park’s pavilion fits the neighborhood. The pavilion sign reads, MISTLETOE 
HEIGHTS, Elev. 612 Ft 
. 

 Neighbor and former MH president, John Key  installed electric fans over the picnic tables to create a comfortable place for 
food and fellowship. Commemorative bricks to the west of the pavilion recognize contributors to the renovation of this 
park.  A special recognition stone to Patsy Slocum for all of her hard work and to Tom Hale,  the contractor who built the 
pavilion can be found nearby. 
     

Patsy, says the park is nearly always in use.  Children love the new playground and young and old frequent the basketball 
court.   Newby’s baseball field is a simple multi-use open field, but Patsy said her ―baseball relatives‖ say it needs a new 
backstop. 
 

The newly refurbished park is a great spot to relax and enjoy the outdoors.  We offer special thanks to Patsy for her 
enduring interest in maintaining and improving this distinctive setting. Calloway’s Nursery will provide a two month gift 
certificate to Patsy to add plants to the location. Thanks again, Calloway’s!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yard of the Month 
Newby Park 

Dec 09 - Jan 10 

Special Holiday recognition goes to Newby 
Park for December and January’s Yard of the 
Month.  Fort Worth Parks and Recreation, 
neighborhood volunteers, and special 
caretaker, Patsy Slocom, have done a 
spectacular job with the Rosedale-Jerome 
location. Elizabeth Anna’s Garden  

Special Thanks to Patsy Slocum 
 

You can’t talk about Newby Park without talking about Patsy Slocum.  Patsy 
is 80 years young, and as anyone who has had the good fortune of knowing 
her, knows Patsy just gets it done. There would be no children’s playground 
in Newby without Patsy’s efforts. Prior to last years fall party, I found Patsy, 
alone, teetering on a ladder, with a heavy chain-saw in her hand, hacking at 
a tree branch in the park. I just stared at her in horror, and she looked back 
at me in dismay and said, ―Well, the city keeps saying they are going to take 
care of this tree but I might be dead before they do!‖ That explains Patsy to 
a tee.  Thanks Patsy for all you do for your neighbors, Mistletoe Heights and 
Newby park. 
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                   Mistletoe Santa Letter 

 
Dear Santa, 
I’ve been very good!  Here’s my list for Christmas: 
 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________  




